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The Art of Sakufu Bonsai 2026 “Sakufu” refers to an artistic style.
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TWO EVENINGS
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THE EVENING OF 10 OCTOBER
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A special programme of the 52nd Japan Bonsai Sakufu-ten Exhibition

SAKUFU-TEN
PRIVATE VIEWING 2026

Through the Masters’ Eyes

To see the time that runs through a bonsai, through the eyes of its maker.

Dates Friday 9 & Saturday 10 October 2026
Venue Ueno Green Club 3-42 Ueno Park, Taito-ku, Tokyo

Organised by Nihon Bonsai Cooperative / Sakufu-ten Executive Committee
In cooperation with  SHOWCASE

PROGRAMME OVERVIEW



ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

About the Programme

The Japan Bonsai Sakufu-ten is the annual exhibition in which Japan’s professional bonsai artists present

their finest work, with the Prime Minister’s Award as its highest honour. This year marks its 52nd edition.

SAKUFU-TEN PRIVATE VIEWING 2026 is a special programme held during the exhibition, in the evening
hours at the Ueno Green Club. The award-winning artists stand before their own trees and speak directly

with our guests about the judgements and the philosophy behind each work.

The intention is simple: to let a small number of guests receive, quietly and unhurried, the time and craft that

lie behind each display — something the daytime exhibition cannot fully convey.

Serenity

A small group walking the exhibition by night,

with time to stand before each work in turn.

The Masters’ Eyes

AIEDIRZEL

Each artist speaks of the most difficult

judgement in the work, and the thinking behind it.

Passing On

k7K

Carrying the culture of bonsai forward — to its

next patrons and collectors, and to the world.
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TWO EVENINGS

Two Evenings

Friday 9 October — Reception

Format

Time

Capacity

Fee

Programme

Dress

=gy

Friday 9 October

Reception
By invitation

Doors 18:30
Programme 19:00 — 20:30

Invited guests

Free of charge

Welcome remarks, introduction of
guests and toast

Viewing of the award-winning works
with commentary by the artists
(English interpretation provided)
Standing reception

Smart casual

The Ueno Green Club, with the award-winning works on display

Saturday 10 October — Private Tour

Saturday 10 October

Private Tour
By application

Doors 18:15
Programme 18:30 — 20:00

Japanese session: 20
English session: 20

¥30,000 per person
(tax included)

Guided tour of the award-winning works
with the masters (first 45 min.,

in separate language groups)
Introduction of selected works

Standing reception with the artists
(second 45 min.)

No dress code
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THE EVENING OF 10 OCTOBER

10 October | The Programme
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The 90 Minutes

18:15 Registration and welcome drink

18:30 Opening remarks

18:34 Guided tour with the masters (Japanese and English groups)
19:10 Introduction of selected works

19:15 Standing reception with the artists

19:55 Closing remarks

20:00 Close

2 Commentary is given, as a rule, by the artist who created the work. An interpreter accompanies the English session.

2 The programme and its content are subject to change on the day.
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INFORMATION

Information

How to Apply

Friday 9 October — Reception Please reply via the form enclosed with your invitation by Friday, 25 September
2026.

Saturday 10 October — Private Tour Places are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis via the forms below.
Applications close on Friday, 25 September 2026.

Japanese session https://forms.gle/fdvEcMx6T65MTWyn7
English session https://forms.gle/fB1kMqgjPy1GsmfGd9

Venue and Access

Ueno Green Club 3-42 Ueno Park, Taito-ku, Tokyo 110-0007 Tel. +81-3-5685-5656

Approx. 7 minutes on foot from the Park Exit of JR Ueno Station

A Few Requests

Kindly refrain from touching the display stands, in order to protect the works.
When carrying drinks, we ask that you follow the guidance of our staff.
Guidance on photography within the venue will be given on the day.

If you plan to arrive by car, please inform the Secretariat in advance.

Enquiries
Secretariat, “SAKUFU-TEN PRIVATE VIEWING 2026”
Sakufu-ten Executive Committee

Contact: Mr. Ichinose E-mail: info@bonsaikumiai.jp
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